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Technical Tip Overview

This tip describes how to disable PCI bus power management on the IBM laptops so that the Silicon

Image PCMCIA SATA controllers frequently used for demos will operate.

The default BIOS setting of “Automatic” for PCI bus power management will allow the PCMCIA controllers
to be recognized by the laptop OS but they will not communicate or recognize any attached drives of

SteelVine storage appliances. No attached drives will be seen by the OS.

Resolution

Access the IBM laptop BIOS to disable PCI bus power management. To access the BIOS, press the
“Access IBM” button when the IBM logo is displayed at power on, then immediately press F1 to enter the

BIOS settings menu.

Once in the BIOS settings menu select “Config”. In the Config menu select “Power”. Scroll down to the
bottom of the power configuration menu and use the F5/F6 keys to change PCI Bus Power

Management from [Automatic] to [Disable].

Press F10 to save and exit BIOS settings.
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Application Information

To obtain the most updated Technical Tips and other useful information for your design, contact your
local Silicon Image sales office or visit the Silicon Image web site at www.siliconimage.com.

Copyright Notice

This material is copyrighted by Silicon Image, Inc. Do not reproduce, transform to any other format, or
send/transmit any part of this documentation without the expressed written permission of Silicon Image,
Inc.

Trademark Acknowledgment

Silicon Image, the Silicon Image logo, TMDS®, PanelLink® and the PanelLink® Digital logo are registered
trademarks of Silicon Image, Inc. PanelLink Cinema™ is a trademark of Silicon Image, Inc. HDMI™ is a
trademark of the HDMI Consortium. VESA® is a registered trademark of the Video Electronics Standards
Association. All other trademarks are the property of their respective holders.

Disclaimer

This document provides technical information for the user. Silicon Image, Inc. reserves the right to modify
the information in this document as necessary. The customer should make sure that they have the most
recent version. Silicon Image, Inc. holds no responsibility for any errors that may appear in this document.
Customers should take appropriate action to ensure their use of the products does not infringe upon any
patents. Silicon Image, Inc. respects valid patent rights of third parties and does not infringe upon or
assist others to infringe upon such rights.
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